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Classmates doubt 'run-of-the-mill 9 cop gunned down JFK 



By Earl Golz 

American-Statesman Staff 

Four Dallas police academy 
classmates of Roscoe Anthony 
White, including two who rode 
with him for three months in a car- 
pool, contend he didn’t have the 
emotional fortitude or rifle skills 



necessary to assassinate President 
Kennedy. 

They dispute the story of Ros- 
coe White’s son Ricky, who 
claimed this week that his father’s 
diary — which has disappeared — 
revealed Roscoe White was one of 
three gunmen who killed Kennedy. 

The three ex-police officers and 



a Dallas police sergeant, calling 
Roscoe White a “routine Marine 
jarhead” and a “run-of-the-mill, 
average person,” questioned 
whether Roscoe White was capable 
of pulling off one of the most as- 
tounding murders of the 20th 
century. 

Wilbur Bernard, who said he 



drove with White every weekday to 
the police academy for three 
months beginning shortly after the 
assassination, expressed doubts 
about White’s accuracy with fire- 
arms. Bernard placed fifth in 
marksmanship in a class of about 
30, he said. White, much farther 
down the list, “wasn’t one of the 



best” shooters, he said. 

Roscoe White “never ever men- 
tioned ever being associated with 
Lee Harvey Oswald, and I think I 
knew him about as well as anybody 
at that time,” said Bernard, who 
recently retired from the Dallas 
police force. 

Bernard said, “I talked to him 



the day after the assassination,” 
which took place Nov. 22, 1963. “I 
saw him every day after that when 
we went to the academy (beginning 
Dec. 11, 1963). There is no way he 
could have hidden hiB emotions 
that well. 

“He was a real popular upbeat 
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Contlniwd from A1 crime, 

guy,” Bernard said. “He had a lot 
of motivation and helped me a lot 
g because he motivated me. You , 
jjyrould think if hb was involved in pi _ 
i . an assassination plot, he would be shot' 



4 1 ' _£* ■ 1 •’ll' 

run-oi-the -mill 



.... . . . _ . . . 

T apprehensive or withdrawn. It' 
would be hard to maintain an 
% everyday happy face if you were 
§§ involved in some sort of giant 
conspiracy that was going to af- 
fect the outcome of the nation for 
1 years to come.” ; 

Although the Warren Commis- 
sion and the House Select Com- 
mittee on Assassinations 
concluded that Lee Harvey Os- 
wald fired the fatal shots, Ricky 
White produced evidence this 
week that he says proves his fa-; 
ther and a government intelli- 
gence source were involved in the 
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Hall: 

month before 1 the i 
and left two years 
in an indus'-^’ *— 

Military 

White and Oswi 

for Japan in 1957 and 
ed at the same Japanese city, as 
they began their first year of 
overseas Marine duty. Roscoe 
White’s wife Geneva also has ac« 
knowledged that she worked as a, 
hostess in Jack Ruby’s Carousel 
Club in Dallas two months before 
the assassination 



one of 
.ends,, said 
' ite wasn’t 
de out af- 
^Kennedy, 

/I would have known 
said Bernard, who 
he police identifica- 
tion bureau with the ex-Marine at 
the time of the shotting in Dallas. 
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days it would have been very noti- 
ceable, because he couldn’t have 
possibly had any-, time off to do 
that. We had not earned any sick 
time or vacation time.”^ 
Another police academy class- 
mate of White’s was John T. Wil- 
liams, enforcement director of 
the Texas Racing Commission. 



■ . _ . . _ iit be. ;V 

the assassination.;' He:.‘qtiit> the-- ' able to think.of some people that 
force because he was having mar- might be capable offing; off 
ital and financial problems.” . something, like that^ but Roscoe 
Bill Scott, now security chief at certainly wouldn’t, fffcthe mold. 

Bank of the Southwest in Dalian, He definitely wasn’t that macho.” 

rode in the carpool with Bernard 1 ' Sgt. Don Young, another aca- 
and White to the police academy, demy classmate, branded Ricky 

White’s* son’s, accusations about: White’s assertions as “ridicu- 

his father J*blew my^ mind " said ytous.”'; 1 

Scott, who described Roscoe Every officer ;at the time was 
White as a^ruh-of-the-mill, aver- talking about the assassination, 
age person whowasn’t outstandi^^Young said, "but I don't- remem- 
in jj injaigdhing^^^'; ' ■ ber Roscoe talking about it more 



i acted like , real gpod than anyone else.” 



